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In youth, however, that armour was only forming, and he
sometimes showed his hurts. It is nice to know that he
eventually swallowed his feelings and family relations were
re-established, for in 1800 we find Lady Mornington writing
to her son Richard and referring to Arthur, " from whom I
have lately received a most kind and affectionate letter ".*
During the voyage to Manilla an unfortunate incident
occurred in connection with the young chaplain of the 33rd
who one day got hopelessly drunk, and in that condition
rushed out naked from his cabin, amongst the soldiers and
sailors singing low and ribald songs.
When he sobered up and was informed of the spectacle
he had made of himself his shame broke his heart. He shut
himself up in his cabin and refused to see anyone, declaring
he was ruined for ever.
The Captain of the ship becoming seriously concerned at
the poor man's condition, sent a boat off for Colonel Wesley,
who was in another ship.
The young Colonel came over immediately and handled
the affair with tact and sympathy.
On boarding the chaplain's ship he went to see him in his
cabin,
where, [says Hickey] finding him in the most melancholy and desponding
condition, and positively refusing to take any food or nourishment, he
talked of the folly of such behaviour, endeavouring to put the poor man
in better humour with himself. He told him that what had passed was
not of the least consequence as no one would think the worse of him for
the little irregularities committed in a moment of forgetfulness: that
the most correct and cautious men were liable to be led astray by con-
vivial society, and no blame ought to attach to a cursory debauch . , ,a
But though the chaplain expressed his gratitude to Colonel
Wesley for " his humane conduct and kind intentions ",8 he
remained inconsolable and maintained that he was ruined for
ever. " So seriously", continues Hickey, " did this error
1 Brmsk Museum Add. MS. 37416, foKo 20.
8 Hickey Memoirs, VoL IV, p. 132.